NEWS RELEASE
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

A GIANT SNAIL IN THE SKY OVER GATINEAU!
Gatineau, August 4, 2016 – The Gatineau Hot Air Balloon Festival, presented by Loto-Québec in collaboration
with Desjardins, is bringing you a 29th edition filled with new attractions! Get ready for Desjardins Lift-Offs
over some spectacular landscapes! And wait until you see those special shapes, each more creative than the
last...
In fact, this will be the first time at the Festival for the following special shapes: Speedy Snail from Sao Paulo,
Brazil, YuYu the blue penguin and Alien Rocket! And then there are the familiar Pea-Nut the elephant, Baby
Blue the whale and Kermie the frog, all from the US, as well as Brazilian Birds, the exotic trio. Super FMG is
pleased to welcome all these wonderful visitors from Quebec, the rest of Canada, the US and even Brazil!
Balloons are the heart of the Festival. You’ll see how true that is with the Desjardins Lift-Offs, which take
place Thursday to Monday between 6 and 7 p.m., and Saturday to Monday between 6:30 and 7:30 a.m. at
parc de la Baie, weather permitting, of course. For the morning lift-offs, spectators will be treated to the
uplifting sounds of the famous quartet, Sax Appeal. On Friday and Sunday at 8:40 p.m., the famous Night
Glow will be back, a creation of the FMG. On the Friday, viewers will be dazzled as the special shapes join in,
and on Sunday the music of the Beatles will add to the magic.
At the Lift-off Area, Desjardins will have a number of activities connected to hot air balloons as a way to clear
up some of the mysteries surrounding those giant balloons. The brand new Education Station, with fun
workshops for everyone (from 2 to 4 p.m. on Saturday and Sunday), will highlight the key role of the crew. At
the same time, who better than a hot air balloon pilot to answer your questions and share his passion at the
Meet the Pilots activity. Finally, Explore a Balloon takes you right into a hot air balloon envelope between 9
a.m. and 4 p.m. Saturday to Monday.
Treat yourself to a ride!
If after all that you simply can’t resist trying out the ultimate experience, remember, it only costs $219!
Festival wristbands, available through our Web site, can also be purchased at our many points of sale starting
August 11 (full list on our Web site). For additional information, check our official program, Facebook,
newsletter or www.balloongatineau.com.
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