NEWS RELEASE
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

30 YEARS ALONG AND GOING STRONG!
SALES BLITZ FROM APRIL 26 TO 30
Gatineau, April 25, 2017 – Quebec’s artistic community is once again set to gather in Gatineau’s parc de la
Baie to celebrate the end of the summer season in style! Spokesperson Patrice Bélanger, back for a 9th edition
of the Gatineau Hot Air Balloon Festival presented by Loto-Québec in collaboration with Desjardins, today
announced the program lineup for the Casino Lac-Leamy Stage! This announcement coincides with the
traditional five-day sales blitz during which passports can be purchased at up to 35% off the regular price.

AND WHAT ABOUT THE DESJARDINS HOT AIR BALLOON LIFT-OFFS?
From August 31 to September 4
Well of course, and by the dozens! Those gigantic, brilliantly colourful hot air balloons will give the more
adventurous festival-goers a chance to fly over the beautiful landscapes of the Outaouais and Canada’s
capital. The special shape balloons that will be joining us this year include a giant armadillo in a cowboy
costume, a lion proudly donning his king of the jungle crown, and a whale eagerly swimming to the heavens!

LES COWBOYS FRINGANTS AND 2FRÈRES
Thursday, August 31
The FMG will be offering nothing less than a shower of shooting stars to launch the festivities for its 30th
edition! The evening will start with a warm welcome to 2Frères, on their first visit to the Outaouais’ landmark
family event. The duo of Érik and Sonny Caouette will expand into a seven-person band on stage to bring you
the greatest hits from their first album, which went PLATINUM with more than 110,000 copies sold, including
Nous autres, Maudite promesse and Qu’est-ce que tu dirais?
They will be followed by Les Cowboys Fringants, whose inimitable energy has turned each and every one of
their shows over the past 20 years into a unique and unforgettable event! Les Cowboys will tap into their
extensive musical creations compiled into 15 albums, amounting to more than 800,000 copies throughout
the Francophonie, the latest of which, Octobre, includes the festive hits Bye-bye Lou and Marine marchande.

GRAND COMEDY GALA
FEATURING: ALEXANDRE BARRETTE, CATHY GAUTHIER, PHILIPPE LAPRISE AND STÉPHANE ROUSSEAU
Friday, September 1
Comedy always has a place in the FMG artistic basket, and will be set loose at a grand gala hosted by the
charming Alexandre Barrette! For the occasion, he will be with Cathy Gauthier, Philippe Laprise and the
unfettered talented comedian, the inimitable Stéphane Rousseau. Stéphane will be celebrating 30 years in
the business in 2017, his first appearance with Just for Laughs going back to 1988!

LIFT-OFF 150: A GRAND TRIBUTE TO 150 YEARS OF JOIE DE VIVRE IN GATINEAU
FEATURING: CLAUDE DUBOIS, DEBBIE LYNCH-WHITE, MARTIN GIROUX, MARTIN ROUETTE, PHILIPPE TOUZEL, BRYAN AUDET,
BRUNO PELLETIER, LUCE DUFAULT, SAMIAN AND NICOLAS PELLERIN
Saturday, September 2
To mark Canada’s 150th anniversary, the Festival will present a spectacular show recreating our history as
seen through the eyes of people in the Outaouais, as well as Gatineau’s joie de vivre and the Festival’s 30
years. This epic journey will hit on all of the styles that have marked our history, from the jig to rock, yé-yé to
rap. This show will pull it all together, with the help of some of the greatest artists in Gatineau and across
Quebec, as well as the finest musical airs that have come to define us. Details will be coming this summer
about this major theme show! Thank you to the Committee for the 150th anniversary of Canada’s
Confederation in Gatineau for their support.
ÉRIC LAPOINTE : THE TOP CHOICE AT THE FMG
Sunday, September 3
Who is the most solicited artist on the FMG social media? Lady Gaga? Metallica? Nope! The darling of
Gatineau festival-goers is hands down Éric Lapointe! He will be returning for an 8th visit to parc de la Baie.
Whether accompanied by guests or on his own with his musicians, he is always the same authentic rocker
right down to his fingernails! Fortunately, we are talking about the Labour Day long weekend, and nobody
(well, almost nobody) has to work the next day, because he promises to hold nothing back!

LA FIEVRE DU COUNTRY WITH GUYLAINE TANGUAY
AND HER GUESTS MARC HERVIEUX, DANIEL BERTRAND AND PATRICK NORMAN
Monday, September 4
May as well wrap up a long weekend spent outdoors to the beautiful sound of violins and a steel guitar!
Guylaine Tanguay promises a heady dose of country with the help of her guests, who will include versatile
tenor Marc Hervieux, Gatineau’s Daniel Bertrand and the icon of that particular musical style, Patrick
Norman. More than ninety minutes of reliving the greatest hits of American (Hank Williams, Dolly Parton,
Johnny Cash, etc.) and Quebec (Willie Lamothe, Renée Martel, Patrick Norman, etc.) artists.
Up to 35% off the regular price of passports…for 5 days!
Yes you can attend the Gatineau Hot Air Balloon Festival for less than $10 a day! But you’ll have to get your
wristband before April 30, through our Web site at www.balloongatineau.com or at our point of sale (from
April 26 to 30) located next to the Simons store at Promenades Gatineau.
About Loto-Québec
Through its sponsorship program, Loto-Québec supports events throughout the province that have social and
economic benefits for the community. “Thank you to our partners, including the Gatineau Hot Air Balloon
Festival, for giving us the opportunity to take part in these community celebrations,” indicated Loto-Quebec’s
Director of Sponsorships and Social Engagement Lucie Lamoureux.
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