REDESIGNED SITE, ADDED STAGE, ENHANCED PROGRAM

2019, THE DAWN OF THE NEW FMG!
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A new chapter in the story of the Gatineau Hot Air Balloon Festival presented by Loto-Québec
in collaboration with Desjardins began this weekend. Still the heart and soul of the biggest
festival in the Outaouais, the hot air balloons thrilled festival-goers and residents in the
national capital region with 4 executed out of 7 scheduled lift-offs, a record unmatched in
recent memory! The new FMG’s debut will also be remembered for the first public appearance
of its newest balloon and the 7 special shapes visiting Gatineau for the very first time.
“The FMG pulled off a major redesign without losing any of the most popular features that have
been at the core of its successful 30-year run. Huge numbers of festival-goers turned out, which
I see as confirmation that the organization is heading in the right direction, having harnessed
the winds of change for the most magnificent festival in Quebec!” indicated Festival
spokesperson Patrice Bélanger
Site redesign and other changes meet with approval!
Based on the initial reactions over the weekend, the new site layout met with the approval of
festival-goers, volunteers, partners and RVers! The relocation of the main stage and
amusement rides helped spread out the crowds and eased the flow among the different areas.
Visitors liked having the amusement ride area at the centre of the site, not to mention the new
rides. The addition of corridors through the lift-off area enabled visitors to get closer to the
pilots, giving them a unique opportunity to experience the balloons, which were able to lift off 4
times over the weekend, on Friday evening, Saturday morning, Saturday evening and Sunday
morning (from the Gatineau-Ottawa Executive Airport), not to mention the Nightglow on
Friday night.
Stage addition and shows for all generations
The addition of a second major stage, the Hydro-Québec Stage helped expand the program
lineup beyond the Casino du Lac Leamy Stage to include more major productions. Crowds
moved freely between the two, making the most of the complementary, and at the same time
varied, shows offered. Audiences were delighted by Roxanne Bruneau, Loud, Daniel Bélanger,
Ariane Moffatt, the Gala d’humour, and Alex Nevsky and his guests! The Desjardins Family
Stage was popular with families, who were delighted by the children’s program, and the Festive
Stage helped highlight local artists, who made up 40% of this year’s artistic program.
A souped up program with the biggest productions ever at the FMG!
The most popular appearances at this 32nd edition were the world famous band Nickelback, on
the Friday night, which got the largest turnout, with fans from Ontario and the USA, and
Sunday night’s Belle et Bum célèbre les 50 ans d’Éric Lapointe, which involved a production
team of upwards of 100 people over more than 48 hours. The production will be aired at 9 p.m.
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on Saturday, September 14 on Télé-Québec, with a special spotlight on the FMG and its
visitors!
“People were eager for something new, and we delivered! This 32nd edition will be remembered
as the first steps towards a new vision. The reconfigured site enabled visitors to rediscover our
different activities. Also, festival-goers have for years been hinting at the kinds of things they
would like in the programming, and we responded,” pointed out FMG President Stéphane Riel.
The organization values and listens to feedback, which is always taken into consideration in
planning for the next edition. A more complete report will be prepared over the next few
months as the numbers are compiled.
The 33rd edition of the FMG will run from September 3 to 7, 2020.
Some statistics
 5 days of programming
 900 RVers
 1500 volunteers (THANK YOU!!)
 4 out of 7 flights
 4 revolving stages featuring more than 500 artists
 Expected economic impact: $15 M
Where they came from (provisional data)
Canada :
2018 – 5 provinces
2019 – 9 provinces, three times more from Ontario
Elsewhere:
2018 – Belgium, France and USA (4 states)
2019 – Austria, Brazil, France, Puerto Rico, UK and USA
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