NEWS RELEASE
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

QUEBEC’S ARTS COMMUNITY
WILL BE IN GATINEAU ON THE LABOUR DAY WEEKEND!
Gatineau, April 21, 2015 – The spokesperson for the Gatineau Hot Air Balloon Festival presented by LotoQuébec in collaboration with Desjardins (FMG), Patrice Bélanger, today announced the most impressive
program lineup in the event’s history, featuring more than 30 artists and bands on the Loto-Québec
Stage! This incredible lineup will give Quebec artists a terrific opportunity to strut their stuff during the five
days of the Festival… and that’s only the beginning! The shows that will be presented are all unique to the
FMG, making Gatineau the unmissable destination for the September 3 to 7 Labour Day weekend!
Thursday, September 3
All eyes will be on Alex Nevsky, Karim Ouellet, Claude Bégin, Klô Pelgag and Les Trois Accords, for an
evening that will highlight the unmistakable talent of the new generation, with a show concept created
specifically by and for the Gatineau Hot Air Balloon Festival!
Friday, September 4
The most popular artist according to Festival fans on our social media, timeless rocker Éric Lapointe will be
back for an evening of partying as only he knows how to arrange! For this occasion, he will be accompanied
by Hugo Lapointe, Rick Hughes and Valérie Lahaie!
To start the evening off with a bang, festival-goers will have the pleasure of taking part in the return of
Marie-Chantal Toupin, who will be giving her only full show at a Festival just for us! She is preparing to
launch her new album, and her first single is already a hit!
Saturday, September 5 – Comedy and music!
As requested by festival-goers for a few years, comedy will be making its grand entrance in the FMG
program lineup! A gigantic gala hosted by actor/comedian Martin Vachon, (Mémoires vives, Les Bougon, la
Galère, etc.) will feature bundle of energy Mariana Mazza (a 2014 Just for Laughs discovery), hyperactive
Réal Béland and Quebec’s comedy pillars François Massicotte and Peter MacLeod! The evening will be
punctuated by festive musical interventions by the Brothers’ Sessions, a band featuring several well-known
figures from Quebec’s cultural landscape, namely Jason Roy-Léveillée (Lance et compte, Grease, Ramdam),
Maxime Desbiens-Tremblay (Ramdam), alias Tremblay, Gatineau’s own Martin Giroux (Star Académie),
Martin Rouette (Star Académie) and Simon Morin (La Voix and Star Académie)!
Sunday, September 6 – Cool Country!
The Sunday evening will feature a musical style that is popular throughout Quebec: Country! A unique show
hosted by none other than Gildor Roy, offering a blend of the visions of different generations of artists,
including Edith Butler, Paul Daraîche, Maxime Landry and Patrick Groulx!

Monday, September 7 – Québec 90
We already love each and every one of them, and now here they are all together! To wrap up the Festival
on a solid rock’n’roll note, the members of Noir Silence, Respectables, Vilain Pingouin, Zébulon and Frères
à Ch'val will duke it out on stage in a show designed exclusively for the Gatineau audience!

While more than 60% of these artists may be visiting parc de la Baie for the first time, 100% of them will be
delivering shows that will be every bit as outstanding as unexpected!
As of April 21, several dozen announcements still remain to complete the full program lineup, but only 7
DAYS to take advantage of the sales blitz! Festival-goers are invited to visit www.balloongatineau.com no
later than April 28 to take advantage of a discount of up to 38% on the price of wristbands!

About Loto-Québec
This partner in Quebec’s world of entertainment supports key events when it comes to social and economic
benefits to the community through its sponsorship program. “We thank our partners, including the
Gatineau Hot Air Balloon Festival, who provide us with the opportunities to contribute to these gatherings
throughout the province,” indicated Lucie Lamoureux, Corporate Director of Sponsorships and Social
Engagement at Loto-Québec.
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