NEWS RELEASE
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

SOAR WITH THE SONGS ON LABOUR DAY!
Gatineau, April 26, 2016 – The spokesperson for the Gatineau Hot Air Balloon Festival presented by
Loto-Québec in collaboration with Desjardins, Patrice Bélanger, today announced that voices will soar at
the 29th edition of the event, which will run from September 1 to 5, 2016. The program lineup for the
Casino Lac-Leamy Stage will feature our finest artists, with a swirl of styles and a stream of generations!
Here’s a peek:
Thursday, September 1
Véronic Dicaire, the Canadian standard when it comes to impersonation, and a true ambassador for
Canadian savvy, is just returning, after what really feels like far too long, from a tour to Europe and Las
Vegas. With her top-notch musicians and her incredible skill at imitating more than 100 voices, she is
unmatched in her ability to blend song and humour, and delivers a show worked out to the finest detail,
that will have us humming some of the best songs written since 1950, from Édith Piaf to Madonna!
Friday, September 2 – A very special tribute to David Bowie and Prince!
With more than 14 musicians under the direction of Ti-Basse (Jean-Sébastien Fournier), 12 dancers, 1 choir,
20 international hits and 10 interpreters, Friday’s show will be a unique tribute. For the one and only
performance of this unprecedented occasion, Valérie Carpentier, Élizabeth Blouin-Brathwaite, Annie
Villeneuve, Brigitte Boisjoli, Véronic DiCaire, Gregory Charles, Dan Bigras, Martin Deschamps, Maxime
Proulx and Mario Pelchat will take the stage to bring you back to the finest musical moments of two
innovative and unforgettable singers: David Bowie and Prince. Together, they sold more than 250 million
albums throughout their careers! One of them penned Fame, Let’s Dance, Under Pressure, Ziggy Stardust
and Space Oddity, and the other one created Kiss, Little Red Corvette, Let’s Go Crazy and the unmissable
Purple Rain… Who can forget these pioneers of pop, covering more than five decades of artistic genius?
Saturday, September 3
Saturday evening will belong to an unmissable artist from Quebec’s musical scene, Marc Dupré. With five
albums to his credit and dozens of refrains that you simply can’t get out of your head, he is one of the
singers most in demand among our festival-goers. As one of the judges on Quebec’s version of The Voice he
joins Quebecers in their living rooms every Sunday evening throughout the cold winter months. For this
third visit to our Festival, he will be joined by a few guest artists, including Geneviève Leclerc and
Yvan Pedneault from La Voix!

Sunday, September 4 – Party 80!
Comedy stepped into the picture last year on the Casino Lac-Leamy Stage, and the response was
overwhelming! For this Sunday show, we look forward to making our audience laugh until they cry, with a
show that filled the Centre Vidéotron in Québec City and the Centre Bell in Montréal: P-A Méthot’s Party
80. This time, he will be accompanied by Mike Ward, Dominic Paquet, Julien Tremblay, Martine St-Clair
and Men without Hats! A show presented in Gatineau exclusively for western Quebec. We’re told that
edgy haircuts and flashy attire will be in order!
Monday, September 5 – Soirée Renée Martel
For the closing ceremony, we will feature none other than Renée Martel Quebec’s grande dame of song,
who performs one of the most popular musical styles requested by our guests! With more than 10 million
records sold during her 60-year career, she will take us back to some of her finest moments, along with her
guests, Luce Dufault, Laurence Jalbert, Brigitte Boisjoli, Guylaine Tanguay, Annie Blanchard and Valérie
Carpentier, with songs such as Cowgirl Dorée, Liverpool and J’ai un amour qui ne veut pas mourir!
As of April 26, there are still dozens more announcements coming in regard to the FMG program lineup,
but only 6 DAYS left to take advantage of the sales blitz! Be sure to visit www.montgolfieresgatineau.com
by May 1 to take advantage of a $26 discount on the five-day wristband passport! Selling for only $44, that
comes to less than $9 a day for more than 300 shows and performances!
About Loto-Québec
A partner in the game of entertaining Quebecers, Loto-Québec supports events with significant social and
economic benefits to the community through its sponsorship program. “Thank you to our partners,
including the Gatineau Hot Air Balloon Festival, which enable us to contribute to these gatherings in every
corner of Quebec,” indicated Lucie Lamoureux, Director of Social Engagement at Loto-Québec.
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